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Summary  

 
In December 2015, TamilNadu suffered a huge loss due to flood 2015. As people were 

recovering from the loss of floods, TamilNadu faced yet another disaster on 12th of 

December 2016 which once again interrupted the life of people. Cyclone Vardah that crossed 

northern TamilNadu on 12th December 2016 caused huge 

destruction and loss. Cyclone Vardah ɀ which means red 

rose -- gained speed and intensity on its journey across the 

Bay of Bengal. The Cyclonic Storm formed over southwest 

Bay of Bengal in the first week of December converted into 

deep depression brought some showers to Chennai and 

neighbouring districts. Just after couple of days TamilNadu 

witnessed ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ #ÙÃÌÏÎÉÃ 3ÔÏÒÍ Ȱ6ÁÒÄÁÈȱ ÄÉÓÒÕÐÔÅÄ 

the life of the people, causing a major jolt to public 

infrastructure, Shelter, water supply, power and 

communication lines and Livelihood. 

Vardah has again brought outbreak of pain and 

despair in the lives of people living in the Coastal belt of TamilNadu . Vardah cyclone will 

remain embossed in the memory of the people forever. The devastation left scores of losses 

for life and livelihood and huge number of communities are finding no way of hope to get 

away from the losses and trauma  

Assessment of Vardah cyclone once again showed traits of Caste blindness during the 

process of rescue, relief and early recovery, towards Dalits and marginalised communities. 

During the immediate needs assessment survey, discrepancies came to light with regard to 

rescue and relief operations done in the process of post disaster response. Asking about the 

relief and further immediate support as announced by the Government a small section of 

populace of affected communities shared that there has been wilful negligence in providing 

the relief and immediate support to Dalits. The local officials, Party leaders, and people in 

power have favoured people of their interests. In addition to the proper relief and rescue 

Dalit  communities have complained that there was discrimination based on caste while 

distributing the relief material, providing she lter and opening relief camps.  

The world for cyclone affected populace is filled with plenty of wreckage and 
remnants, the harried victims began picking up the threads of life all over again. The life of 
majority of the affected populace is already very hard on top of that unremitting disasters 
every year pushes them at the border of hunger, deprivation; dispossession, distress 
migration, rural indebtedness and poverty, which is now stalking them relentlessly.  

From 2004 Tsunami to 2016 Vardah as a result of vigilant monitoring actions this is  

clear that TamilNadu state will have to take immediate action on Caste biasness in Disaster 

Response. Even after continuous monitoring state government is not acting for a inclusive 

disaster response state.  The testimonies from the affected communities in this report reveal 

how Dalits have been treated during the completed process of Rescue, Relief and Post 

Disaster Care. Within the affected communities, the said narratives and experiences also 

shows how children, women, elderly, especially those who have lost their hopes are 

struggling without basic facilities and living under the despair.  



Impact of Cyclone Vardah -  

The impact of cyclone was massively 

destructive and have  been observed in 

two-fold for the coastal districts of 

Chennai, Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur 

district with continuous rain and strong 

gusty winds disrupting the normal life  

According to TamilNadu  revenue 

department Cyclone entered in Chennai 

with the speed of 130-140km/h and heavy 

rainfall covering Chennai, Trivallur 

Kancheepuram and Villupuram.  

¶ The initial report from the government confirms that, uprooting of over 12000 trees 

and roads have been blocked due to water logging and uprooting of trees. 

¶ Electricity supply and communication lines have been cut off in many parts of 

Chennai, Tiruvallur and Kancheepuram districts.  

¶ As per the govt records more than 7000 huts damaged due to the gusty winds and 

falling of the trees and electric poles over the house.  

¶ As per the media reports more 

than 10,000 electric poles have 

been wrecked and more than 

800 transformers damaged and 

extensive damage to the 

sewerage facilities drinking 

and water infrastructures were 

also affected. 

¶ In most of the places people 

have moved back to their 

respective places except for 

few relief camps which 

continue to exist in 

Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur districts.  

¶ Despite of all the precautionary measures taken by the state and district 

administration there was an extensive damage to road infrastructure and public 

property.  

¶ The state government is making all efforts to clear the roads blockage, rectifying the 

power lines, phone lines and water supply. Boats and nets were damaged and washed 

away in the coastal area.  



Response by Tamilnadu Government   

¶ A detailed exercise to assess the damages and the requirement of funds for 

immediate relief and restoration 

is being carried out. 

¶ Number of relief centre opened 

immediately during Cyclone 

were 266  

¶ Receiving the warning the State 

government and NDRF 

evacuated around 8008 people 

from low lying areas. 

¶ According to report NDRF and  

SDRF team were sent to affected 

areas for rescue and relief 

operation 

¶ The TamilNadu Government has 

sanctioned Rs. 150 crore for immediate restoration     of flood damaged roads due to 

the recent rains that battered the State. ( 18th December, The Hindu) 

¶ Of this, Rs. 86.75 crore has been allocated to the four worst-affected districts of 

Tiruvallur ( Rs.26 crore), Kancheepuram (Rs.24 crore), Cuddalore (Rs.24 crore) and 

Chennai (Rs.12.75 crore).   

¶ The remaining Rs. 63.25 crore has been allotted to other affected districts to take up 

urgent repair works on the damaged roads. 

¶ TamilNadu  Chief-Minister  Panneerselvam has urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

to sanction Rs 1,000 crore from the National Disaster Response Fund to the state for 

relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction  

¶ A total of 9,000 workers were engaged to restore the services. 

¶ Chief Minister Panneerselvam said Government has taken up a detailed exercise to 

assess the damages and requirement of funds for relief works. "State government will 

present a detailed memorandum (to the Centre) on the extensive damage suffered 

due to cyclone Vardah in next few days", he said. 

¶ High level teams, comprising Ministers and senior IAS officers were deputed to the 

badly hit  Chennai, Tiiruvallur and Kancheepuram districts to monitor relief 

operations. Several teams of officials of various departments, including revenue, 

Police, Fire and Rescue services, PWD, TamilNadu  Generation and Distribution 

Corporation Ltd, water supply and other local bodies were deployed to take up 

necessary interventions. 

¶ A total of 1,596 trees were uprooted on national highways in the Chennai 

Metropolitan area and 1,350 were removed 

¶ The services of the National Disaster Response Force, Army, Air Force, Navy and 

Coast Guard were also requisitioned and their personnel were prepositioned to 

undertake necessary rescue and relief work. 



¶ More than 15,000 people from identified vulnerable and low lying areas were 

evacuated to 104 relief camps and provided with food, water, medical services and 

other essential services. 

¶ The people were evacuated and were made to stay in the school building, cyclone shelter and 

safe buildings temporarily.  

¶ Total Allocation of Relief Funds-500 Crores ( Press release, 14 th December, 

2016,(http://cms.tn.gov.in/sites/default/files/press_release/pr141216_590.pdf ) : 

¶ TamilNadu  Electricity Board (TNEB)- 350 Crores 

¶ Greater Chennai Corporation- 75 Crores 

¶ Fishermen relief Fund- 10 Crores 

¶ Highways Department-25 Crores 

¶ Relief Funds Allocated to Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur District Administration - 10 

Crores (EACH) 

¶ Public Works Department (to Repair the Damages in the government buildings)- 7 

Crores 

¶ Health Department-3 crores 

¶ Funds to restore the Damage in the Dairy farm- 50 Lakhs 

¶ Police Department (to repair the traffic signals)-  5 Crores 

¶ Forest Department (To renovate the damages caused in Aringnar Anna Zoological 

park and other parks as well in other parts of Chennai)-2 Crores and 50 Lakhs 

¶ Transport Corporation ( Especially to repair the Damages caused in bus Depots and 

Bus Terminals)- 2 Crores 

http://cms.tn.gov.in/sites/default/files/press_release/pr141216_590.pdf


 

TamilNadu Disaster Response  and Caste blindness,  Need for Immediate 
Needs Assessment and monitorin g of Vardah 2016 -  

The overall situation in TamiNadu due to recent cyclone has again resulted in a massive 

destruction in various part of the state and had disrupted the human life, but among them 

certain community and section of the society had suffer a major loss then the others. There 

are people those who are most vulnerable and are living at the edge of this society called 

$ÁÌÉÔȭÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ $ÁÌÉÔȭÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÔÒÁÃÅÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ά004. In the 

study of Tsunami relief and rehabilitation, it has been revealed that Dalit in various disasters 

has been discriminated not only by the dominant caste but also the authority and 

management. During Tsunami 2004 NCDHR and the Human Rights forum for Dalit 

Liberation ɀ TamilNadu reported that during the initial stages of relief process, Dalits were 

not provided proper and adequate guidance on how to gain admission in relief camps. The 

Thane cyclone which had struck TamilNadu coast in 2011 destroyed the livelihood and lives 

of the people. In 2012 Thane cyclone the huts of the Dalit community were flown off by the 

rigid storm. All the basic essentials were destroyed in a blink. But at that neither 

government nor the people of other caste helped them in a way that they can survive the 

cyclone without any fear.  

 

The cyclone Vardah which has hit the coastal region of Tamilnadu on 12th of December 2016 

has witnessed the similar circumstances where in various district of Tamilnadu, poor Dalit 

and marginalised community has faced discrimination during this catastrophic situation. 

Therefore keeping this situation in mind it has been notified that the prevalence of such 

discrimination and exclusion needs to be explicitly acknowledged and needs to be studied to 

assure the entitlement of Dalit s and effective steps towards inclusion of these vulnerable 

groups and community by  government. 



Objective -  

¶ Identifying most affected Dalitȭs villages for immediate needs assessment and 

monitoring of immediate rescue ,relief response services being provided  

¶ Identifyi ng, orienting and deploying a dedicated vigilance task force spread across the 

affected Villages  

¶ &ÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÎÇ Ȭ,ÅÆÔ /ÕÔÓȭ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÒÅÌÉÅÆ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÈÁÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ  

¶ Connecting with the political representatives, government officials and other 

humanitarian actors at the village, district and national levels Immediate Needs 

Assessment of Dalit Communities in affected Districts  

¶ Connecting service providers with the government agencies and various service 

providers  

¶ To come out with a joint assessment report on the findings for Policy level work and 

engagement with Humanitarian Actor . 

 

Key strategies of Immediate Needs Assessment and Monitoring  

To understand the vulnerable situation of Dalit community and their needs during post 

cyclone situation the survey was done on the basis of informal group discussion with the 

community people. A team of Dalit watch has been prepared with various volunteer groups 

in each district and Household survey was done accordingly. The report is based on the 

informÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ȰÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÑÕÁÎÔÉÔÁÔÉÖÅ 

method by framing certain questionnaire to collect the data related to basic information, 

trends of loss and approach of government authority.  

¶ Focus Group Discussion (FGDs) with affected community  

¶ Interviews with survivors  

¶ Meetings/ interaction with authorities and Panchayat leaders.  

¶ Meeting with CSOs  

¶ Collection of Government Data and awareness  
 

Task Force Formation  

Taking the urgency of situation and also the pre-existing vulnerabilities of Dalits in the 

affected districts and to assist the communities, a rapid task-force was formed with various 

Dalit Rights Organizations taking initiatives to recognize the extent of the calamity and 

mapping the need assessment in the Dalit households in the state. Dalit Civil Societies 

initiated the process just after cyclone occurred in December. After few meetings and 

several rounds of consultations and interactions, a team has been formed for assisting and 

serving to victims from Dalit community as we though Dalit, children, elder people and 

other poor people of society are more vulnerable after shock 

 

 



District Profile  

Kancheepuram district  

Kancheepuram district of  TamilNadu with  total 
population of 18001033, out of which 937665 are male and 
924124 are female. The total SC population of the district 
is 625788 forms which 315039 are male and 310749 are 
female.  
District comprises of 13 blocks and 633 villages. Our team 
surveyed and covered 13 panchayat and total 20 villages of 
the Kancheepuram district. Team covered 11626 families 
out of which 4521 were Dalit households.  

 
 
Tiruvallur District  
 
Tiruvallur of TamilNadu  with total population of 15, 
85,280 from which 7, 95,110 are male and 7, 90,170 are 
female. The SC population of the district is 5, 04,115 which 
comprises of 2, 51,447 male and 2, 52,668 of female.  
District comprises of 14 blocks and 526 villages. Our team 

surveyed and covered 23 villages of the Tiruvallur district  

 

 

 



Coverage of the assessment  and Key data from the v illages  

Tiruvallur -  

Block Name of the Village Total families Families affected 

 Minjur                       1 Karimanal 85 18 

2 Light House  218 13 

3 Vairavankuppam 75 15 

4 A.Nagar 105 15 

5 Thonivaru 150 20 

6 Jamilabad 160 28 

7 Edamani 85 15 

8 Edaiyankulam 75 16 

9 Israelvelkuppam 75 20 

10 Veppathur 145 25 

11 Kadappakkam-ChenniammanNagar 45 45 

12 Thirupazhverkadu 180 20 

13 Kadapakkam Melcolony 110 30 

14 Katturabiramandam 13 13 

15 Lakshipuram 120 48 

16 Metturmullainagar 36 16 

17 Reddipalayam 66 26 

18 Thathamanjicolony 130 20 

19 Lakshmiamman nagar 35 35 

20 Thiruppalvanamcolony 65 25 

21 Vanjivakkam MGR nagar 65 65 

  TOTAL  2038 528 

Kumindipondi 1 Mangalam 85 20 

2 Aathumedu 50 20 

3 Pallavakkam 88 28 

4 Kallur 51 15 

5 Puthupalayam 65 6 

  TOTAL  339 89 

Ellapuram 1 Tirukandalam Anna Nagar tribal colony 250 140 

2 Mettupalayam 100 28 

3 Aalanjivakkam 140 32 

4 Kavanur 110 15 

5 Pagalmedu 350 45 

6 Mambalam 160 40 

7 V.Kuppam 210 40 

8 Vengal 600 200 

9 Sembedu 210 30 

10 Ralapadi 200 30 

11 Ralapadi ST Village 70 70 

  TOTAL  2400 670 

 



Kancheepuram District 

Name of the Block   Name of the village Total no. families Affected  families  

Lathur 1 Thandarai 135 100 

Lathur 2 Kodur 255 155 

Lathur 3 Nedumaram 283 283 

Lathur 4 Parasanallur  120 120 

Lathur 5 Thodamanallur 30 30 

Lathur 6 Perumpakkam 150 150 

Lathur 7 Kovathur 20 20 

Tirukalukundram 8 Annai Sathya Nagar 112 112 

Acharapakkam 9 Siruthamur 250 250 

Acharapakkam 10 Murungai 150 150 

Tirukalukundram 11 Kilapakkam 250 250 

Acharapakkam 12 Munnakulam 50 50 

Acharapakkam 13 Minnal Chithamur 250 250 

Acharapakkam 14 Kogaraimampattu 175 175 

Maduranthagam 15 Netrampakkam 200 200 

Chithamur 16 Nugumbal 280 120 

Chithamur 17 Vaniyanallur 150 150 

Chithamur 18 Vellkondagaram 120 120 

Chithamur 19 Periyakalakadi 250 Nil 

Chithamur 20 Irumpuli 32 32 

Chithamur 21 Thenpakkam 120 120 

TOTAL      3382 2837 

 

Key Findings from the immediate  assessment 

The overall situation reveals that large number of Dalit community have suffered a huge loss 

due to unavailability of early warning and lack of  immediate assistance by government. The 

hamlets of Dalit communities in these villages are located in a segregated manner they live 

in a separate settlement their houses which are made of mud and thatch which are located 

far from the Upper/dominant caste hamlets. Due to their geographical location this 

community person are very much vulnerable to disaster and gets affected in large number. 

We found that many of the Cyclone affected villages in Thriuvallur and Kanchipuram the 

Dalits and Adivasi people have been living in close to Sea, Back water and River Bed, they 

have been continuously victimizing by the Govt not giving effective rehabilitation program 

in the previous disaster program and it pushed them in more vulnerable conditions and they 

worse affected again in the VARDAH cyclone. 

Trends of Losses  

¶ Dalit and marginalized people in the surveyed ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅȭÓ lives in mud and thatched 

huts, it was very difficult for them to cope-up with the situation during and af ter 

cyclone. 



¶ Massive destruction of huts has forced the Dalit communities to live in damaged 

houses. On the other hand people from dominant caste had several opportunities to 

stay back in houses because most of them live in concrete house and their relatives 

also live nearby.  

¶ Most of the Dalit families have lost their crops due to the heavy wind and cyclonic 

thunder  

¶ Almost all the affected families have lost their household items i.e Utensils , blankets 

,clothes etc and living in a desperate situation  

¶ Large sections of families have lost their  Government ID proofs, children books and 

other items  during the cyclone and heavy rains  

¶ There has been injuries and loss towards small animals reared by SC/STs of the 

surveyed locations  

¶ All the schools have stopped working and all the PDS shops are closed due to the 

Cyclone which is hampering normal life of Dalits   

 

Post Disaster Response from Tamilnadu  Government  

Early Warning  and Rescue 

¶ It has been notified that though with the help of technical department th e warning 

regarding cyclone was made early but in most of the rural areas and villages which 

our team has visited the information and  warning were not made at the earliest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Because the villages are located in very remote areas and are located near sea shore, 

therefore they had to suffer a huge lost due to their geographical location. 

 

Dalit and Adivasi people from Vanniyanallur village were not rescued by the 

government on 11-12-16 at 3.00p.m during the cyclone and the people themselves 

moved to the temporary shelter, but they were not provided shelter inside the 

school campus (Govt Middle school) and they were stayed in the outside the 

school during the raining and they awaited the whole night in the Veranda. 


